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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Every reader of ‘Licut’ will be glad to read Mrs. 
Besant's ‘Spiritualist Alliance" Address. Those who were 


ocius value. With nearly the 
of it we, of course, entirely agree. Time out of 
me. familiar in our mouths as household 


Nus version of history, for example, is 
u She strongly suggests that Theosophists, at all 
events Theosophists with authority, including, as we 
Madame Blavatsky, have always been hospit- 
я and that Spiritualists, on the contrary, 
endlv to Theosophists. ‘The Spiritualist 
orm, at all events, does not suggest that: 

; unless it is unfriendly to be honest and 


and without proof ! 

glad to hear that Mrs. Besant's touching plea 
n does not mean any union of Spiritualist 
ical Societies. Organised Theosophy in 
England has long been and is a warning, not 
excessive mechanism, its love of legislation, 
r officials and authorities, its fondness for 
other systems, have given plain people 
ed in all the troubles that have followed. 
e content with their experiments and their 
: their freedom, their simplicity and their 
e rest, they wish well, with all their hearts, 
ophical friends and to all earnest-minded 
ey have always done so, and we believe they 


want experiments and proofs. Eloquent assertions are well 
enough in their way: bat we prefer homely experiences. 


Every Spiritualist who knows his business is a Humani- 
tarian, a hater of every = of eruelty. This is our 
justification for inserting the following from ‘Humanity’ :— 


Mr. Stratton, with no other pecuniary - than the pe 


donations from a 

in exposing the doi 
the country to the ot 
the sport of stag- -hunting that its abolition is now pee 
if the protest be maintained. The result, therefore, rests 
with those who feel the extreme importance of 

ing a pastime which is not only cruel in itself, but is carried 
on in the Queen's name and at the expense of the nation, 
Mr.Stratton and the Sports Department of the Humanitarian 
League are giving their labour gratuitously. If our friends 
wish this labour to be be successful, they will de well te siquid 
their goodwill in an unmistakable manner, and address their 
communications to the Rev. J. Stratton, Wokingham, Berks. 


We have received a cireular from an energetic band of 
workers in Manchester, respecting a ‘Jubilee Bazaar’ to be 
held in that city early in April The Bazaar has been 
decided upon in order to procure funds ‘in aid of the Pro- 
paganda Mission Fund,’ especially for the support of mission 
agents in the thronged Midlands and the North The 
Bazaar has been ordered by and will be conducted under 
the authority of ‘The Spiritualist National Federation.’ 
The following are the names of the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, the Treasurer and the Secretary :—John Venables, 
Shaw-street, Walsall; Alfred Smedley, Park Mount, Belper; 
and J. C. Macdonald, 61, Cromwell-road, Patrieroft, Eccles ; 
to all of whom, of course, contributions of money or 
goods may be sent. It is a good cause, and, if all who 
are properly interested will help it, it will be a great suceess. 
Mr. J. Page Hopps has agreed to open the Bazaar on 
Saturday, April 9th. 


‘The Psychology of Health and Happiness, by Dr. La 
Forest Potter (Boston: The Philosophical Publishing Co.), 
e AS e comple aan 
through pleasure, mental balance and 
but we confess it is somewhat difficult to follow, from a 
uomo aor کار‎ The author appears to be 
meshes of Psyehical 
Bench cal in eique md acad 
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We do not, however, mean to suggest that De. Potter 
denies the reality of objective spirit-realities which in somo 
way correspond to subjective impressions. On the contrary, 
he quite plainly says :— 

It is entirely possible that occasional glimpses of the world 
are permitted and new forces attained. AN thought transfer- 
ence which is vital, all vision and message which has distinct 
meaning, | believe is through overilow of current to these 
higher , in which all knowledge is, from which we 
receive true vision of, and message from, the dead, 


Mrs, Wilmans, the very lively editor of ‘Freedom,’ has 
developed her belief in will power into belief that she can 
will away what we call ‘death,’ and be, we suppose, immor- 
tal here. It is a pity that all good things are exposed to 
these gross exaggerations. We observe that one of her 
diseiples, though an elate believer, is beginning to * hedge." 
Here is the paragraph. It is as amusing as it is cute :— 

That I believe in the immortality of the body, goes with- 
out saying. 1 can scarcely do less, si of si 
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It we add that the whole of this mud torrent was simy 
caused by two lines lately printed by us (* May the blessi : 
of the Father above, and the sure guidance of all шу, 
angels, be with them both !'), our friends will be able t 
judge how far we have anything to learn from “Th, 
Agnostie Journal,’ or how far that Journal merits on 
consideration or our respect. 


MANIFESTATIONS IN A PRIVATE CIRCLE 


Rerorren ny F. W. THURSTAN, M.A. 


(Continued from page 80.) 


Our next meeting was held at Mr. Т. house in Hamp 
stead on the first day of this year. The meeting was arranged 
in order to give our friends Mr. and Mrs. X, of Shetlield, a 
chance of holding converse once more with our band of 
unseen workers. It was on the occasion of their previous 
visit about a year ago that the same five of us were fint 
favoured with the feature of materialised presences. Conse 
quently we were very sanguine of a similar favour on this 
occasion and we were not disappointed. 

Mrs. T's little daughter Rosie pleaded so hard for admis 
sion to the cirele that she was allowed to join us, and the six 
of us sat in the usual upper room, a pair of light curtains 
about nine feet high having been permanently suspended 
across one corner to form a cabinet—or, as 1 would prefer to 
call it, a shrine. 

At first we sat round a table, in the light of a lamp turned 
low: after a short while we sat some distance from it with all 
hands removed in the expectation that ‘Alexander,’ who 
seemed from his raps and tilts to be in force, would show our 
friends how he could raise the table under these conditions. 
Rut after waiting some minutes without any result Mrs, A, 
and I rested each one hand on the table while a general con: 
versation was going on, and suddenly the table gave a 
vigorous jump upwards, After this a force seemed to be 
forming in the cabinet, for a low empty chair in front of it 
was three times quickly drawn backwards towards the 
curtains. We were now told to form a horseshoe circle in 
front of them, as materialisations were going to be attempted. 
The position of things may be represented by the follow- 
diagram :— 
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the curtain at the opening by the wall on my side, and I 
found a lily of the valley leaf and flower placed in it, and 
soon afterwards a number of additional lilies were flung out 
for the rest. There were none of these flowers in the house 
at the time, While we sang, once more my hand, remaining 
behind the curtain, was fondled by ‘Clare, and a soft, 
gauay, scented, white drapery was flung over my head and 
soon by the others on my side of the room. Then Mrs. SA 
felt ‘Clave, who also passed over to the other side and 
touched Mr. Т, with her fingers and her drapery. As her 
power increased her voice also gained strength and timbre, 
and in a direct voice, loud but sweet, and with a mannerism 
of utterance noticeably distinct from that of Mrs. T., she 
‘said that if Mrs A. and Mr. A. would change places 
with me and Mr. T. she would touch them. This was done, 
and Rosie also had her turn; and then Mr. T. and I 
resumed our chairs, All this while Mrs. T. was in full 
consciousness, but she kept exclaiming that she felt ‘all 
hollow’; and another thing she noticed was that whenever 
‘Clare's’ fingers touched anyone, she distinctly felt a pricking 
sensation in her body, very similar to her experiences when 
she had been placed once on an insulating stool and charged 
with electricity, and persons had touched her to make sparks 
come from her, 

` After this some beautiful spirit lights were seen behind 
the eurtains, which were of a diaphanous art muslin. They 
floated to the top of the curtains some nine feet above the 
ground, Mrs. T. all the while remaining seated. Then, while 
mys ‘Clare’ was still touching my hand and talking to 


er voice was suddenly heard by her father's side 


* Lam here,’ and both father and mother were in rap- 
res to feel the touch of the vanished hand of their little 
hter caressing them. Simultaneously ‘Clare’ was speak- 
on a private matter and, finally asking me to bend 
y head towards her, she flang her drapery round 
d laid her palms on my head as if to bless me. 
reed that the touch of the fingers felt warm and 
vhole air was also filled with a subtle, strange 


is the materialising influences began to change. 
T, acting as a speaking-tube, was taken up and 
inst the wall, and we were told that our Indian 
were coming on the stage. The curtains began to 
vith the strong cold breeze that generally ac- 
“Akbars' presence, and the tinkling clinks of the 
heard inside the cabinet, answering to the point 
nor so questions that I put him in Hindustani. 
ing late we soon after this concluded, although 
"was still apparently strong. Appended is the 
idence of our visitors. I should like to add 
our next meeting, when two different visitors 
similar manifestations (as 1 shall describe 
1, with the additional eorroboration that 
nds of the strangers manifested, and, speak- 
wet and natural voices, gave tests of their 
at some length on private confidential 
her to Mr. and Mrs. T. nor to myself. 
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“WORK IN THE SPIRIT WORLD.’ 


By Henry Fornes. 


New York. 
(Coneluded from page 77.) 


I conclude with the following interesting and graphic 
descriptions given through our medium :— 


“We had been speaking a few moments when the medium 
told us that a man stood near, cursing and swearing awfully 
Soon she saw that he was standing at the entrance to what 
appeared to be a low drinking resort. Looking in through 
the doorway, she saw that the place was of considerable size 
and pretentiousness, being gaudily decorated and illumi- 
nated by arches of gas jets. It was filled with tables, at 
which sat a number of men and women carousing. One 
woman sitting near the door was particularly conspicuous. 
She wore a black velvet garment, the skirt short, the waist 
eut low in the neck, and with short sleeves. Her feet were 
resting on the table in front of her. 

‘No engrossed in their amusements were the people that 
they seemed to pay little heed vo what we said ; and the man 
at the entrance interrupted us by calling out : * Why do you 
come here and talk to us in that way—we don't want to hear 
any of your 'goody-goody ' stuff” We answered that the 
duty devolved on us to deliver the message from the Higher 
Life, that there was a chance for them to reach a purer and 
better state than their present one. “Why, we don’t want 
to go to any other place,” he responded ; “we're having a 
grand time.” 

* While we were holding this conversation the medium saw 
the “proprietor” of the place, his face flushed and swollen 
with anger, rush through the aisle from the rear to the door- 
way. Standing there, he ordered us away in a loud and 
angry voice: “These people don't wish to be bothered with 
that talk. Get out has. ^ 

* Another man now spoke up, addressing himself to the 
»roprietor. “Now, John,” he said, “let the man have his say. 
He's not going to hurt anybody—and we wish to hear him.” 

<“ Friends,” we called out in a determined voice, " the eyes 
of Heaven are upon you. The Higher Powers have decided 
that you shall no longer remain in this condition ; and it 
behoves you to prepare to depart." Suddenly the structure 
began to totter. The proprietor, who had been interrupting 
our remarks with contemptuous sneers and frightful oaths, 
instantly sank out of sight, and the people were rushing 
about in great panic. 

‘Then the lights went out, the walls collapsed and 
erumbled away, and the wretched creatures found themselves 
floundering in a mass of slimy black ooze. In abject terror 
they shrieked for help as they were swept along by the swift 
current of the filthy stream until they reached a dark cavern. 
There they found a foothold, and there we were informed 
they would remain while the spark of divinity within them 
was being kindled into suflicient activity to afford them the 
light and strength to reach a higher and brighter state. 

‘Infinite pity, yet also infinite rigour of law : it is thus 
Nature is made !’ 


“In the course of our address we spoke of the angels 
labouring to reach all who were in need of their aid. 
Suddenly the medium was controlled by a little boy, who in 
a loud voice spoke out: “Angels! We have been waiting a 
long time for the angels to come, but haven't seen them yet." 
In answer to a question, he told us an angel was “somebod 
dressed all in white, with wings. That's the way they loo 
in picture books." 

We had a long conversation with this little fellow. He 
was remarkably intelligent, but very boisterous. One of the 
eirele suggested that if he did some kind act to one of his 
companions he would be an angel himself, This seemed to 
amuse him Seeing “Tm no angel,” he laughingly 
exclaimed. “Tm only little Jimmy. I haven't got any wings 
ae these old r clothes 1" 
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to marshal the crowd together. His parents were willing to 
follow him, but the others were so indifferent that he found 
it difficult to inspire them with sutlieient interest to make a 
start ; nor, indeed, did they have enough energy to resist the 
child’s enthusiasm. As he laboured with them, one of the 
spirit workers remarked,“ And a little child shall lead them." ' 


I am convinced that this work of spirit liberation and 
upliftment by means of earthly instruments is destined to 
come into much greater prominence in the near future as 
part of the mission of Modern Spiritualism, while there are 
numerous facts indicating that it always has been an im- 
portant office of mediumship, even when possessors of that 
mysterious gift or quality may notat all have suspected such 
to be the case. When mediums and investigators realise that 
this is so, very much that now appears vague or incongruous 
will become clear and plain. 

Though Swedenborg may have only dimly understood it, 
there is no doubt that his wonderful psychic powers were 
made to do great service in this spiritual work. William 
White, his biographer, states that ‘Shearsmith (at whose 
house Swedenborg lodged while in London) was frightened 
by Swedenborg's solitary talks. Sometimes he would stand 
with his back to the door of his room, and hold forth as if 
in discussion. As he did not speak in English, Shearsmith 
could not make out what was going on.’ And his friend 
Ferelius relates that ‘On one occasion when I visited him I 
heard him, as I was ascending the stair, speaking with great 
energy as if addressing a considerable company. I asked the 
servant that was sitting in the ante-chamber, who was with 
the Assessor ; she replied that no one was with him, and that 
he had been talking in this manner for three days and nights. 
He greeted me very tranquilly as I entered, and requested 
me to be seated. He told me he had been tempted and 
plagued for ten days by evil spirits sent by the Lord, and 
had never been afflicted by such wicked ones before; but now 
he was again favoured with the company of good spirits.’ 

May not the Swedish medium have been mistaken in the 
belief that his spirit visitants had been sent to plague him ? 
Is it not more probable that they were drawn to him by 
heavenly workers, to be roused from their spiritual torpor 
by means of his powerful magnetism, or that the light of 
heavenly love and wisdom might be reflected upon their 
consciousness through his instrumentality! We have been 
told that many spirits are unable to make any progress until 
they have been ‘touched by the magnetism of earth.’ 

The ‘Astral Plane,’ the outgrowth of morbid spiritual 
conditions and unnatural death, is an abnormity—a huge 
fungus clinging to the vitals of the ‘Grand Man’; and, until 
it is sloughed off, man's spiritual evolution will be slow and 
uncertain. Throughout the ages, the Higher Powers have 
been engaged in checking its extension, but they have been 
greatly hindered in their labours not only by the constant 
influx of morbid and undeveloped spirits from earth, but also 
because the work required the use of the forces of material 
man, and necessitated a conscious contact of the abnormal 
spirit states with earth life. 
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ANOTHER PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 
(By “An OLD CorrEsPONDENT,) 


Early in November last one of the family informed m, 
that she was suffering under an irritating and obstinat, 
local affection. Our ordinary medical attendant was a 
once sent for, and preseribed certain remedies and applica. 
tions, These have been taken internally, and арры 
externally, but with no effect, for 1 have lately been jy 
formed by the patient, who had gone to the country for y 
month for change of air, that the malady is, if anything, got 
ting worse, while certain of the medicines have weakened hop 
strength greatly, In view of former satisfactory experiences 
of a similar kind, I accordingly have just consulted д 
writing medium, who, T may here state, is a ‘friend’ and 
not a ‘professional,’ and who is at intervals controlled bya 
spiritual personage who states that he was at one time 
medical practitioner in Lancashire. Last night (February 5th) 
] told this writing medium that I wished this medical control 
to aid in restoring the aforesaid member of the household ty 
health, and in reply was told that the ‘Doctor’ would be con. 
sulted on the earliest opportunity. To-night (February б) 
my friend the medium brought me three messages, all 
automatically written in the same peculiar caligraphy as 
were former ones emanating from the same control, and 
which are certainly not in the handwriting of the medium, 
with which I am quite familiar. One of these messages was 
addressed to the relative whose severe and apparently hope- 
less cerebral illness was detailed in a recent article, and it 
congratulated the patient on complete recovery ; while the 
second and third messages were addressed to the one on 
whose behalf I had, on the day preceding, solicited tho 
assistance of this former Lancashire practitioner. Number 
two of these productions was in the form of a letter extend- 
ing to four pages of notepaper, giving most minute and 
careful directions as to the cooking and preparation of 
certain vegetable foods to be used, and also what to cat, 
drink, and avoid. The remaining document (of which I 
enclose a copy) was a preseripton of certain medicines and 
applications also to be used in treatment of the disease from 
which the patient is suffering. The ingredients and com: 
binations are (to me), with my limited medical knowledge, 
so unusual and extraordinary that I cannot go to the 
local druggist from whom our medicines are usually 
purchased. Fortunately, we number among ош 
acquaintances a chemist who is also a Spiritualist, 
and to whom I have, on more than one occasion before, 
found it necessary to apply to get prescriptions emanating 
from the same spiritual personage, prepared and compounded 
(just because I could not disclose the ‘author’ of the pre 
scription to an ordinary vendor of drugs); and as I have the 
fullest confidence in the medical skill of this former Lanc» 
shire medieal doctor—even though it comes to me through 
the hand of a medium—I shall to-morrow (February 7th) 
get the iption made up and forwarded to the patient 
in the country. The results, be they good or the reverse, 
will be duly sent you later on. As regards the prescription, 
a copy of which, as I have mentioned, has been sent to the 
Editor of * Lramr, one can only say that it contains medicines 
and ions we never heard of before, while the 
medium, to my certain knowledge, has not the slightest 
а y o 


wmacopeia, or, indeed, with 
‘The Editor of * Lian! is at 
iption to anyone interested in 
y add that I have had at least 
[ the same caligraphy; all 
personage, and all of 


February 19, 1898,] 


been applied to the various problems submitted, and that the 
terminology and whole course of prescriptions throughout, 
extending as I have said over a period of years, have been 
from an intelligent spirit operator “on the other side’ using 
the human hand of a sensitive on ‘this side’ to give us the 
benefit of his high medical skill and beneficent advice. 

In conclusion, | may be permitted to say that the only 
way in which we Spiritualists can meet the theories and 
doubts of sceptics, the sneers of scoffers, and the denials of 
persons who will not investigate psychic phenomena in a 
proper spirit, is to give them plain facts without theories, 
and in due season we may be able to drive the conviction 
home that after all there ‘is something’ in Spiritualism. 
To that end this contribution is now sent. 


P.S.—Since this article was written, and while revising it 
for the press, I may add that, at my request, the chemist 
above referred to made up the spirit doctor’s prescription, at 
the same time telling me that if he had not been a Spirit- 
ualist he would not have done so. The medicines and appli- 
cations were thereafter despatched to the country, and my 
latest information is that the patient is slowly but surely 
recovering from her trouble. 


SPIRITUALISM IN BRITTANY. 


T am inclined to think that such a work as Mrs. White- 
heads ‘Dealings with the Dead’ deserves a fuller notice 
than it has yet received from a paper like ‘TLacut,’ which 
professes to deal with Spiritualism in all its branches. I 
believe that it has received more attention from the 
Catholics and the Catholic Press. In fact, it cannot fail 
to prove interesting to any class, religious or non-religious. 

We talk much, and not always very wisely, of the Fox 
sisters and the ‘advent of Modern Spiritualism.’ At the date 
of the Rochester knockings there was already a robust 
iritualism within a few hours’ steam of Southampton and 
lymouth. It is there now, although we ignore it com- 
pletely, and if existed when the Britons, Bretons, Bright 
men, embarked at Plymouth and Southampton to escape 
from Hengist and Horsa and the invading Saxons, 

It is one of the great interests in a visit to Brittany to find 
chief saints who stand up in stone niches at the 
the unrivalled Gothic Cathedrals are Britons, not 

Like St. Pol de Léon they have come from this side 
Channel. Léon is the “Lyonnesse' of Tennyson. 
years before Hengist and Horsa the Bright men 
| to the dead. On the evening of modern Toussaint, 
t before the Day of the Dead, the ‘ghosts come to 
8 says М. le Braz, the French author translated 


housewife places a white cloth on the kitchen table 
s puts cider and hot Res and curds and whey. 
preparations everybody goes to bed. An enor- 
wood blazes on the hearth. It is called the “log 
d" About nine o'clock there is heard outside a 
This comes from the “ Choristers of the Dead,” 
about like our Christmas waits, but more solemn 
occur. The crisp leaves on the pathways 

d on by uni ly visitants. 
e night which precedes their festival in 
es and banqueting in their old habitations. 
the stools moved about, and the next 
that ae are in different places. 
living to the Mass in the parish church 
their honour (p. 13). 


- Dead on All Souls’ Day is a curious 
EM . le Braz, “La Légende de la Mort 
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Another curious rite is the Tantod, which takes place on 
the eve of the Festival of St. John. A blazing log is allowed 
to burn out, and then pebbles, each marked with the name 
of а dead person, are thrown in it. The ghosts with this 
ticket can then rush in and warm themselves. 

What is the object of these ghostly appearances? Chiefly 
religious! The ghost desires to have a Mass said in a certain 
church; or it announces that nothing can secure its happi- 
ness except a pilgrimage to a certain holy shrine. Or it 
wants some special rite performed which ought to have been 
performed before death. 

At first sight ghosts in Brittany seem subjective, a mere 
shadowy reflex of the Roman Catholic religion, breviaries 
and catechisms furnished with legs and arms. But a closer 
study shows that ghosts control the religion quite as much 
as religion controls the ghosts. The appearing ghosts belong 
to a group of spirits called Anaon. This word is translated 
sometimes ‘Spirits in purgatory.” But the Аллов know 
nothing of Hamlets ‘sulphurous and tormenting flames.’ 
They know also nothing of locks and bolts. They seem able 
to move about at all hours of the day and night. Their 
punishment is mental. In point of fact, they differ little 
from the earth bound spirits of the Spiritualists. 

Many other details of the old paganism still survive ; holy 
springs, holy places, cromlechs and menhirs that shelter 
‘little folks,’ and are sometimes, I believe, still used for 
services. At any rate, if you sleep near some of these 
menhirs you may be cured of a fever. The priests also 
control the ghosts and demons with *l'Agrippe, a ritual of 
Cornelius Agrippa. 

This world-wide ancestor worship, this perpetual antago- 
nism of ghosts and theorists, is very remarkable. One 
theorist, a man in a cope, tells me that my grandfather is in 
purgatory. A second theorist, a man in a limp, white tie, 
tells me that he is shut up in his coffin until the millennium. 
A third theorist, a lady dressed in white muslin, tells me 
that by the action of Karma he was reborn five days ago, 
and that mother and child are both doing well. Then there 
is a prison called ‘hell’ for the spirits, and another prison 
called ‘heaven,’ and a third prison called *Devachan, but 
the ghosts in Brittany, in Piccadilly, in Tibet, in Benares 
ignore these prisons and walk about, and the inhabitants of 
these places believe that they walk about. A friend of mine 
was employed in the Archwological Department in India, 
and his duties took him to Lashkar, the ancient capital of 
the Scindiahs. There he saw in splendid chatiras statues of 
the three last rulers. These were fed every day at the proper 
dining hour in the East, and they had beautiful silver- 
mounted ‘hookahs’ presented to them after the repast. 
Daneing girls gracefully rattled their bangles before them. 

Mr. Quiller Couch in the ‘Pall Mall Magazine’ for October 
gives an amusing little sketch of the way the poor Cornish- 
men (the first cousins of the Bretons) were bullied by the 
English. Their language (the Gallic of Brittany and the 
Highlands) was forbidden in the churches. ‘All images 
found in churches for Divine Worship or otherwise should be 
pulled down and cast forth out of their churches ; and that all 
preachers should persuade the people from praying to suints 
or for the dead, or from the use of beads, ashes, processions, 
Masses, dirges and praying publicly in an unknown tongue.’ 
This ‘ Injunction’ was issued in the reign of Edward VI. 
“Dirges” and ‘ prayers for the dead’ have been weaknesses 
of the ancient Bretons, and ancient Britons, for a long time. 

ARTHUR LILLIE. 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


A рст Машин and Associates of the London 
Spiritualist Alliance will be held in the French Drawing 
Room, St. James's Hall (гше from Piccadilly), at 7 for 
7.30, on the evening of Friday, March 4tb, when 
MR. J. J. MORSE 
Will deliver a Leeture entitled 

= MODERN SPIRITUALISM: THE STORY OF ITS ORIGIN, 
WORKERS,’ 
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THE SOUL OF NATURE. 


‘The Christian World,’ once loved by Spurgeon as a 
trusty representative of Evangelical Dissent, is now—with 
a vast circulation—as keen a critic and as clean a rationalist 
as anyone could desire. We suppose we may, and we 
entirely believe we may, take it as a sign of the times, and 
infer that ‘Evangelical Dissent’ is transformed. We 
believe it really is. 

But the ‘sweet reasonableness’ of ‘The Christian 
World’ is not its only altered characteristic. It can 
occasionally be very hopefully spiritualistic. Only occasion- 
ally, but this also tends to become an altered characteristic, 
and another sign of the times. We detect this, as often as 
anywhere, in the rather over subtile but always charming 
papers of ‘J. В. whose meditations or spiritual homilies 
never fail to open some fruitful path for thought. This 
was signally the case on February 3rd in his Paper on 
* Deposits from the Unseen,’ which presents, in a somewhat 
elementary but eminently suggestive form, the main 
testimony with which our readers have long been familiar. 


y 
Paper put at least the first half of it in two lines: and the 
second half of it is stated in its closing words. Put in our 
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Shall we pause, is there any need to pause, to point ont 
the consequences of that? It simply dismisses, with silens 
contempt, the whole of the Evangelical scheme of Eschat. 
ology or The Doctrine of The Last Things. But, in truth, 
we are already quite used to ‘The Christian World’ 
righteons scorn for the old Evangelical Heaven and Hejj 
especially its Hell. And yet, if‘ The Christian World's” aller 
will consider that, and follow it out to the logical, to the in 
evitable, consequence, there will be many surprising results 

But now, as to this doctrine *that we stand in the midst 
of two worlds, the visible and the invisible, we feel inclined 
to ask even as palpably sincere a believer as ‘J. B? whether 
he really means it. Is Fleet-street, for instance, in two 
worlds, the visible and the invisible ? or 110, St. Martin's 
lane, or are ‘The Cavendish Rooms,’ or the rooms in ten 
thousand homes where people say signals come from the 
unseen? If the spirit-world is all about us, and about us 
all, why should it be thought wrong to prove it, or 
monstrous to say it has been proved? ‘J. В. merely 
asserts the reality of the invisible world around us, and 
plenty of other people assert it, and some who assert it 
have never followed it up and drawn the great inevitable 
inference. Would it not be an enormous advantage if we 
could prove as well as assert—or even only try to prove! 

Besides, if this invisible and most real world is all 
about us, like a vast ocean in which we live and move and 
have our being, is it possible to avoid the inference that 
that world is unceasingly affecting ours? But if it is 
affecting ours, for good or evil, or for both, would it not be 
well for us, is it not even an extremely urgent desirability, 
that we should know something about it, to help it, to be 
helped by it, or to guard ourselves against it! If this con 
clusion is not drawn, we are convinced that it is not draw 
only because the belief in that unseen world is still unripe 
and crude. And, though this Paper is most suggestive and 
useful, there are signs that the writers belief, however 
sincere, is only unripe and crude. The very title of th 
Paper that. Things of the earth are not * deposits 
from the unseen" in the sense which the writer never once 
forsakes. He uses the phrase ‘secretion from the in 
visible’ and even writes of ‘the whole material universe 
as ‘a mass of petrified thoughts.’ What, after all, is it but 
this? he asks. But we somehow shrink from ‘secretion 
petrifications. The vital connection 
matter and spirit, is nearer and 
r cu Even Pope came nearer to the exquisite 
h still marvellons line : 

Ow ose body Nature is, and God the soul. 
failure to grasp this is manifest again in ‘J. B.'s’ 
our delight in the Highlands or the 
he one, we are told, is alive and beautiful 
Scott; the other because of Wordsworth. 

, ‘what we converse with is not so 
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THE CONVERSAZIONE 


OF THE 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 
ADDRESS BY MRS. BESANT. 


A Conversazione of the London Spiritualist Alliance 
was held in the Banqueting Hall, St. James's Hall, on 
Monday evening, 7th inst, when there was a large and bril. 
liant gathering of Members, Associates and friends, the fact 
that Mrs. Besant had kindly promised to deliveran address 
on * Theosophy and Spiritualism ' being no doubt a feature of 
especial interest. Amongst those present were ;— 
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Washington Sullivan 
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Mr. E. and Miss М, Story 
| Mr. Isidore de Solla 
Mr. Vrodk. W. South 
Mrs, and Mis Sand 


Mr. and Mrs, Sellin 
Mr. Sterling Jones 
Mr. Harold Johnson 
Mrs. James 

Miss С. Judge 

The Misses Johnson Miss Malin 


Mrs, H. Mai 


"e Jones Mrs, Stannard 


Mr. and Mrs. Kreuger 2 K Sonn 
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Mrs. Sharpe 


The Misses Shoults 
Miss F, Samuel 


Miss Spilsbary 


Miss Smith 
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Mr. Bertram Keightley 


Mr. Harry Lucas : 


Amy Theobald 
Miss Ё, J, Theobald 


Mr.and Mra It. A. Toleith 


Mr. and Mrs. Thompson 


Gol. G. Le M. Taylor 


Mr. F. W.Thurstan, М.А. 
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(Wadham), Mr, Sydney Manneri - { 
Wed), Mr duet Mannaring dunt for эдими and 
B. G, Theobald ; song: ‘My Sweethearts f A 
(Aylward), Miss Bowie Jones ; song: ‘The p^ о Ma 
Erin’ (Roeckel), Mr. Sydney Manne ring ;v ann nie a 
* Morceau de Concert ' (Bervas), Mine Minnie —— = 
t As Once in May ' (Lassen), Mr. Sydney Mar en. i ; eng 
‘Quando a te lieta’ (Gounod), Miss Hessie ar. are. 
cello obligato by Miss Minnie Theobald), The a уруы 
used on the occasion had been kindly lene -— — 
Brinsmead. ра 

At eight o'clock Mus. Brsaxr ascende ы 
the purpose of giving the address = = pr ren ъ 
Dawson Rosen», the President of the a ms 
the chair. i a 


T ик PRESIDENT, in the course of some preliminary remarka 
said : I have much pleasure in introducing to you th 2 
ing our distinguished visitor, whom you all tae pork noe 
you by sight, and many, perhaps, by hearing eR - 
become me in her presence to occupy the time whi rer . 

` sich 1 am 
sure you would rather were devoted to her address : t 
there are one or two things I should like to say, if ye a е 
permit me. In the first place, Mrs Besant im Aulas po ‘a 
invitation of the Loudon Spiritualist Alliance. I know th " 
many people are surprised that the London Spiritualist 
Alliance should invite the prophetess of the Theosept ‘cal 
body to address them, but, as a matter of fact bui viia 
know us best know that we have invariably, as far aa it E 
invited the presence and help of those who to "es eun 
differ from us, for the simple reason that we can learn more 
from those who differ from un than from those who say ‘yea’ 
to everything we ourselves believe, When Mrs, Besant nad 
invited to address us she was told that she could take an 
subject she chose and say what she chose. That is fair pla 4 
I think, and Mra. Besant has chosen the subject of Thesen = 
and Spiritualism.’ I hope the time will come when she wili 
turn the words about and say ‘Spiritualism and Theosophy.’ 1 
sometimes hear the remark made that Mra. Besant has changed 
her opinions so much. Well, I would not give а pin for a man 
who does not change his opinions, A man who never alters is 
very much in danger of standing still —certaínly he makes 
no progress, Therefore we cannot blame people who change 
their opinions, provided always they change them in the 
right direction. Мум. Besant will, I hope, to-night remove 
a little of the unpleasantness that in the past has existed 
between Theosophists and Spiritualists. We have some- 
times felt that the "heosophists have been in the habst 
of rather patronising us or attempting to do so, and of treat 
ing our views with a little supercilious seorn. Now, the 
Theosophists may have misunderstood us; or we may have 
misunderstood the Theosophists; or, as in quite possible, the 
misunderstandings may have been mutual In any case, T 
fancy that, in taking the subject she bridge 
Besant may have in her mind some attempt to make a 
between the two bodies. Here we have a common fue 
Materialisin—and it is a great pity that the powers of the 
two bodies should not be united in i TU 
enemy. We are supposed, no doubt, to vo 
different weapons; but it does not follow, on thin 
that we should not attack the same foe together. 1 


if it is not possible to co-operate. 

the Society for Psychical Research, I leave them out 
of the members 
to be like а house 
have in the Psychical Research 
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m nism, but a difference that would ; 
MRS BESANTS ADDRESS. towards your body. I mean iim as an a, 
~* Mes. Besant, who, оп rising, Was received with applause, that lie behind both our movements. ion ag to , М 
then addressed the assembly as follows :— I Fen the Bee as part of th 
friend > - r so to to urge the worid to oppose material; Me Same as 
enemy - 3 see vil денеа of thoughts of men in the direction ема i эм. 
— 1 po] Alliance, because for regard them both as proceeding бат 
corta pa nus por little I could to moniously co-operating for the spiritual 
I have been doing wie kind, Where the difference 2. 


some years past = E 
t bodies—whi the moment I will say are : ie 
ies—which for I believe that both movements proceed fron rises i 

om high] 


draw the two b ident and by myself 

respectively represe nted by your Presiden y my: fae y ; 

I ha ген ing to draw these two bodies together, by men living in the phy sical environment, but ; 
ve sti trying > I feel very strongly will into the invisible world in constant touc. 


i 1 isen between us in cation with others who at the time are o 
>. nn an enderstending ;that regard the c qn an exceeding] 
: «ides have rendered any and consider that that with which we have t; 
hasty wards said Pd p apor por there has been Е and the — man, Е" in or bei of iir E 
А пе which is thoroughly regret- as we consider that the spirit and the же pri 
certain amount of bad feeling whi ghiy "der. that are at MEE V шохешем»з for „Ж, th 
your President has very rightly humanity. We do not lay so much stress, as i+ 
ialism. Now, it seemed to you often do, on the exceeding imp france re 
me possible that in coming amongst you to-night, I might are helping on the movement should at the ~ tl 
pat before you fairly and frankly what it appears to me we the body. To us that is a matter of indiffaren t 
have in common, and also those points upon which we are at not care whether in our communications we are mae 
issue, and that in doing this—so far as the speaker is con- souls that are in or out of the body at the mome ealing. 
cerned, ina friendly spirit— we might promote a better anda not consider thata matter of importance; but ws di We 
friendlier feeling in the future. And I may say that thisis that there are a number of highly-evolved «ics = 
will look back which have reached the goal of human perfectio; SC 
E е гәр ection, y 
the present time are living in the physical body, finding , 
not find a single harsh word  inmany ways the use of the physical body comes HIN thay 
i i extra instrument for service in that which hes; A as an 
America, I found this had been thoroughly recognised, and todo for humanity. Now with regard to the с Are trying 
“cal tour I received an movement, we regard it, on OS Hat we с Pintualist 
invitation from one of the great Spiritualistic Camp Meet- factory, to have been started by a Lodge of a satis 
sg gar ra and address the assembled Spiritualists the word that we generally use—or occultists of er 
on the subject of Theosophy. I did so, delivering two men living in the body, Du Ноне souls are ev Say rank, 
lectures amd entering into friendly relations with Spiritual Settle Мр аш of human evolution; th far, fa 
ists gathered from all parts of the United States, о ouuss, which during d. 
dec I have said elsewhere—that having, as we have, so present century made a distinct attempt pul ies 
en qoaa. — sE ра show friendliness we may call a public movement in favour of a pire 
| that while it is true (and I do not E —Ó spiritual view of life ; that they adopted, in order to make 
| that there are differences between us on certain i P a pulo, gue which for the moment I wil 
| points, I venture to say that, so far as the — неч d as line of о nietos utilising 
sophist inst ted P * > passed throug! eath to co-ope zi = 
E amd, ud me 2 deal Spiritualist likewise, are con- іп their efforts, in order to give to the er = pepe 
s e a great more in common than we have ance that death did not end the lif Pe 
E of disagreement amongst us. (Applause.) I put in that word e of man, but that mas 
| їп having passed through death was unchanged by the passing 
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‘instructed ’ of set purpose, because E um 
amongst the uninstructed of both aos р, ici enlikely, regen as the loss of the physical body was concerned 
h therefore, that any sort of attempt will be made to dem ir ж-д, ра early beginnings of the movement immens 
together occurred, the intention of these teachers was more and mor, 
bs: the = became educated into a belief in the immo- 
tality Е to give a higher and deeper philosophy 9 
those. were willing to study it. I am now reaching ê 
probably we shall come to a matter of possible 
consider that the Spiritualistic movement 
oughly along the line of phenomena, and dil 
ern itself with the philosophical side € 
ze extent on that point it failed to met 
ers, and the beginning of the phil 
given in the early days tended to 
of phenomena which pou 
епа which would have beet 
ion of evidence and 
, but which were ver: 
» amount of time 


on the manifestations of various kinds that 
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Theosophical movement had 


er that the 
We consider 


инд of grent t усен Ив! в, 
grent oecultinta, while (like the previous Lodge to 
p referred) they have always been working in the 
| pot for a long period of time made any attempt 
n very widespread ptm t m y^ 8 

ves to helping, training, and teaching indivic 

fined themed Due aD started what I may call small and 
Mu atera, the entrance to which was eneom passed 
ront difficulty, much secrecy always accompanying 
tion ; it was only in our own time that it was 
ided to make n definite public movement open to the 
P And here again I come to a point where we 
We consider that thia second 


Now we consid 
ма from i 1 


impulse became large 
have mentione 
phenomen® of 

the attention of t r 
movement ; that, in fact, 


( projected, it was meant 
E Spiritualintic body ; that all Madame PBlavatsk ya first 


t (в were among Spiritualists ; that she desired to 
Ek with them hand in hand, if she found them willing 

if only some of them were willing to co-operate with 
her in bringing in the philosophical side in addition to the 
phenomenal ; that then the movement would have gone 
le line, with the two wings showing themselves, 


along the sing 
haps, but as parta of a single whole. Unfortunately, as I 


Pe not help thinking, the moment she began to speak against 
the excess of phenomens, and still more when she asserted 
that it was not necessary that the souls of the departed 
should be considered as bringing about the whole of the 
the séance room ; that they were brought 


many agencies ; that many of the trifling ones 
brought about by ‘elementals’ (‘Nature spirits, if you 
like to use the term)— entities belonging to the astral world 
who dealt in such manifestations ; that only some of the com- 
m came from departed souls; that large numbers of 
the phenomena could be produced by the trained human will 
without the help of the souls of the dead or of elementals; that 
really, when she asserted that the soul of man in the body 
"e out of the body was powerful to bring about many 


ese conditions, that the soul did not gain that power 
through death, but held it of its own inherent 
(y, and could exercise these forces as much in the 
sical body ая after death had struck that body away from 
—then it was that large numbers of the Spiritualists rose 
her and refused to have any further dealings with 
And there it seems to me the initial mistake was made. 
ter, as I cannot but think far better it would have 
that inherent power in. the human soul had been 
Шу recognised ; if it were realised that the soul is 
ye power controlling all the lower forces of Nature ; 
hat the soul is not robbed of its own nature because it 
happens to live in the physical body ; and can exercise these 
freely in the physical body as well as when liberated 
) . I spoke just now of the ‘souls of the 
and tiresome phrase, which it is impossible 
here one desires to be understood ; but as we, I 
i all agree, there are no such things as the dead 
ін the real man and lives for ever whether in or 
(Hear, hear.) 
le of course, some questions of doctrine 
vergences more marked, especially the 
In the French school of Spirit- 
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miraculous 
-destruction of the soul. 


they had passed oat of the body. Vew experienced 

Bpiritualista will, I think, be found who hold that the 

moment a soul is free from the body it becomes all-knowing 

omniscient, We know that the soul is just the same a 

week or a month or a year after death as it was before the 
body died; and if the soul held certain opinions before 
death it will express those opinions for some time afterwards. 
And inasmuch as the whole of our own investigations have 
led us to recognise that souls pass through many different 
stages of existence after leaving the body those stages in 
fact which the Spiritualists speak of as spheres passing 
from one sphere to another, it seems to un а natural thing 
that souls going out of the body with the belief of their own 
nation, on returning to communicate through mediums, 
should retain and express that belief. They continually 
declare that when they pass into a higher sphere they 
will no longer be able to communicate through their 
mediums. It seems tous, therefore, perfectly natural that this 
teaching of reincarnation could not come through souls com- 
rough mediums ; it does not come within the 


municating th 
It in very noticeable, that since 


scope of their experience, 
the idea of reincarnation has spread amongst souls in the 
body, it is beginning to appear in the communications from 
soula that have passed out of the body ; that ia, when people 
who have passed away from here again communicate, they 
retain their old beliefs, во that I have noticed in several 
Spiritualistic papers that such communications are now being 
received, making, I hope, part of that bridge to which your 
President alluded, 

tut what I want to put to you on this point which f 
really think is the most important. part of the bridge on thís 
ія thin + You agree with us that the soul evolves ; 
ı us that knowledge increases as the soul grows 
st on the other 


matter 
you agree wit} 
older, if I may use the phrase ; you agree tha 
side of death the soul grows, continues, and gains in know 
ledge; #0 that what divides us in opinion— taking the two 
“orthodoxies' for the moment—is not the question of the 
nt and growth of the soul, but only the compara- 


developme 
ie evolution go on by 


tively subsidiary question, does th 
repeated experiences of earth life or does it go on in spheres 
outside the world through which the soul passes, as it 
increases in knowledge and develops its powers! Now 
if that can be recognised a great step will have been 
taken to draw us together. The method and place of 
growth only will remain, and what I think we should 
recognise is that difference of opinion is small 
when compared with the orthodox Christian view that 
the soul is suddenly created with a character, comes into 
the world with that character fitted on it, goes through 
certain experiences here which determine its future, and 
then goes suddenly into perfect bliss or perfect misery with- 
out any possibility of getting out of the misery or improving 
its condition. That is the crude view which all of us should 
oppose. That is an idea which we need to get rid of, for it 
is one that cramps and thwarts all the powers of the soul. 
It is that which makes man impotent in the face of tempta- 
tions, and robs him of his self-reliance. Let man realise 
that he lives in а world of law, that whatever he sows he 
will reap, whether in this world or in any other. Let him 
see that only as he works for good, will he attain good ; 
only as he strives after perfection will he approach perfec- 
tion ; and if that sane and rational view of the soul be 
taken —thoroughly in consonance with the laws of the 
universe and with the orderly development we see around 
ua on every side—if we unite on that fundamental prineiple 
of the Evolution of the Soul, we surely do not need to take 
clubs to each other as to whether that evolution goes on in 
one or many worlds. That is one point I wish to put to you 
asa point on which we really agree fundamentally, although 
the agreement is masked by difference of ex pression, as well 
as by a real difference on the subsidiary question of 
method. The real agreement is hidden by differences in our 
language ; and that point of unity draws us closer together 
than we can ever be drawn to those who think of u 
or miraculous perfection, or almost 


this 


not want to argue the question of reincarnation. 
it definitely and completely and I venture to say 
prm investigations have deepened my 
n of this for, as you. know, we hold that by 
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training it is possible to develop the soul while living in the 
physieal form, so that its memory—the memory of all its 
past—is brought into its physical consciousness; and it is 
not only possible for the soul to exercise its own. memory 
while still living in the body, but also to trace back the 
history of the past, century after century, millennium after 
millennium—thus tracing the lines through which the soul 
has passed, and removing the whole doctrine of re-incarna- 
tion from the region of an intellectual hypothesis to that of 
a definite certainty. 

Let me pass from that point where I suggest a possible 
unification on a fundamental principle, with an agreement to 
differ upon the planes where the evolution goes on—let me 
pass from that, to say a word on that orderly growth which 
seems to me so vital for the moral development of man. We 
speak of that law as karma, but it does not matter what 
name you give it—call it if you will the law by which a man 
reaps exactly what he sows. When that is recognised ethie- 
ally, when it is seen that death makes no difference in the 
working of the law, when it is recognised, as it is by Theoso- 
phists and Spiritualists alike, that if a soul goes out of the 
body after a life which has been profligate, drunken, cruel, 
that soul passes into a condition of misery, sadness, and 
gloom, not eternal, but one out of which the soul can rise by 
its own efforts, being aided also by the efforts of its brethren 
—when that is recognised, we shall have then a lever for the 
moralising of society, the use of which Spiritualists and 
Theosophists, no matter if they disagree on other points, 
cannot fail to see. And that teaching is one which I venture 
to say should be pressed by Spiritualists as it is being pressed 
by Theosophists. Unless we can make people understand 
that death does not act as a kind of bankruptey court where 
a man can be whitewashed from the debts contracted during 
his life, we shall always have people apt to gamble with 
their souls as they do with their money, trusting to the 
chance of escape at last—an escape impossible in worlds 
ruled by law. 

Now I come to a point on which some of you must cer- 
tainly agree with me, although I do not know how far all 
will do so. In order to make what follows clear, let me say 
that I acknowledge to the full the reality of the phenomena 
that may occur in the séance room ; this I do not challenge 
fora moment. J know, as others know, that they occur. I 
put aside, of course, all eases of fraud ; for notany number of 
fraudulent cases can alter the fact of the reality of the remain- 
ing phenomena ; that is a point on which I always speak defi- 
nitely and clearly when speaking in public, for I consider 
it most necessary to insist that no number of fraudulent 
cases can shake the truth of the genuine phenomena which 

It is therefore 


every student knows to occur. (Hear, hear.) 
y mt ela 
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Now, it is our opinion, definite and clear, that the 

majority of souls that communicate through. what e 
ordinary mediumistie channels are souls who have not rea Я 
a high degree of development ; that is, they are what кн һы 
called the souls of the average humanity, and only ee 3 
can communicate unless the conditions made are Ber. 
of the most careful and serupulous kind. I was reading ү, 
other day a very interesting book by Madame d’Esperar : 
‘Shadow Land, and I noticed in that book a к 
which every Theosophist who has studied the matter vin 
endorse, but which certainly has not yet received the attenti, à 
it deserves, Tt is this: That the manifestations that tab 
place at a séance do not depend on the medium alone ; that 
those manifestations are governed by the circle of sites 
and proceed largely from those who sit and take 
part in the meeting; that it is not fair to hold the 
medium alone responsible; that where fraud occurs, it 
occurs as often by impulses that come from the sitters as jt 
does from anything for which the medium is responsible 

(hear, hear)—the fact being that the medium is sensitive to 
every magnetic current in the room and every thought 
impulse which comes from the minds of the sitters. If yoy 
get people sitting with the medium who are determined on 
fraud, and seeking for fraud, unless you have a medium of 
most exceptional character—an occultist, rather than a mere 
channel controlled by external influences—that medium will 
commit fraud and will be blamed for it, whereas the blame 
is not on the unfortunate medium whose sensitiveness made 
him a vietim to the influences of the sitters, but rather on 
the lack of precautions for guarding sensitives, without which 
no satisfactory manifestation can occur. Nor is that all 
ТЕ mediumship is to form a recognised channel of communica- 
tion in future between this world and the world immediately 
on the other side of life, then it should be surrounded with 
conditions like those with which it was surrounded in the 
past, when occultism was better understood than it is nowa- 
days. What were the vestal virgins but mediums of a 
very lofty type, only they were dealt with very differently 
from the mediums of to-day? They were taken as young 
children, when they were found to be possessed of the 
special faculties required; they were taken from every 
influence that could degrade or pollute them in any way. 
No one was allowed to come near them whose magnetism 
was impure, no eater of flesh or drinker of wine or 
smoker of tobacco was allowed to come near these 
sensitive nisat bringing the coarser elements of the 


ey were guarded strictly, and were surrounded by 
ng that could educate, train, and develop them— 
painting, sculpture, everything that was most har- 
; and beautiful was kept around them. They were 
red to | o into the rough-and-tumble world, to take 
nee among the rougher organisms, to fight fora 
е t "way with the ordinary struggle of 

are to have communications 
Ке again the ancient conditions, 
sitives as they ought to be treated; 
you bring loftier intelligences 
nent and make the channels 
al teaching can flow, and not 
ten is in the séance rooms of the 
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Lodge of Adepts who, as we think, gave this movement its 
primary impulse, and the Spiritualism of the future as it is 
beginning to be unfolded to-day. 

There is one other point of danger which Lam bound to 
mention in connection with this subject. We consider that 
it is injurious to the souls on the other side to draw them 
back into the earth atmosphere as they are continually 
drawn back in the ordinary séance rooms. We consider 
that the souls passing out of the physical body are reaching 
a stage in the eyele of evolution in which they should pro- 
gress to higher and higher spheres; that if we entangle 
them again with the past interests of earth, with the daily 
concerns of our physical existence, we are tending in the 
most literal sense to materialise them, and to delay their 
higher progress, their greater possibility of growth. We 
believe that communication can only safely be made, not by 
drawing them back to utilise the body of a medium by 
automatic writing, by possession, or in any other way, but 
by training our own souls to come into direct communica- 
tion with them without the intervention of the physical 
body. We believe it to be better to spiritualise our own 
souls rather than get them to again use physical means of 
communication, which they should have passed beyond 
in passing through death ; and we allege that it would 
be far better for each person to try and develop the 
powers of his own soul to pass into the invisible 
world at will to talk with those who are there, to 
see them and hear them, because he is himself in the 
world of spirits, and not because those souls are utilising 
for the time the body of some other soul. There is the point 

upon which we disagree. But surely it is not a point upon 
which we should quarrel, but rather consider whether it is 
not a question for our own consciences. 
I have tried to put to you quite frankly the differences 
whieh seem to separate us, but which ought not to 
separate us ; and what I would ask from you is this: We 
have already for some years past adopted the policy of 
never saying an unkind or scornful word of our Spiritual- 
istie brethren. Why cannot you adopt the same policy, 
and at least meet us half-way across the bridge? Why 
should you not in your own papers treat us as we are 
treating you? Why should you make it a habit always to say 
some harsh, unkind, or bitter thing even when you allude 
to one of our books or magazines? I would ask you to 
drop that poliey, as I think I have the right to ask you, 
because I have dropped it so entirely for years myself ; so that 
_ [am not asking you to take the first step towards reconcilia- 
` поп. Tam not asking you first to hold out a friendly hand 
towards us j ; we have been holding our hand out for years, and 
ou no longer to treat us as rivals and enemies but as 
whose methods may be different from your own, but 
ns are identical. For do we not both desire that the 
ty of man should be believed in on evidence that 
can accept? Do we not both desire that materialism 
come impossible to the thinking and rational man ? 
not desire that man’s life should be purified, that the 
| world should become a reality ; that death should be 
Y nothing but a veil that rests on the body, and 
the body is transcended, death is as though it 
Do we not want to make a reality of those words, 
i is thy sting ; O grave, where is thy victory’? 
ıs no sting, the grave for us has no victory ; 
passes through the change of death we 
n into the other world and know him as 
ntimately than, when the veil of flesh 
todo. And is it not possible that 
as from the Theosophical powers, 
souls on the earth, and men and 
when they will, shall help the souls 
n they through the ‘valley 
ight of the life that lies beyond ? 

or, if that be vui possible, to 


LIGET, 95 


require either criticism or explanation. He supposed it was 
either his partial stupidity, or his inattention, or his habit 
of crowding very much into his life, that made him take but 
brief and imperfect notice of things; but he did not at all 
know what Mrs. Besant meant by unfriendly feeling, bitter- 
ness, friction, unkindness. Referring to the idea of a union 
between the two movements, he felt that, as Spiritualists, 
they wanted not more organisation but less. He was not 
tempted to go into the ways of their Theosophical friends, 
who were tremendously organised and tremendously defined, 
building up systems until their systems had become like 
adamant. They had, so to speak, their Psychical Research 
friends on the left, their Theosophical friends on the right, 
and they (the Spiritualists) were between the two, very 
simple and humble, going their own way. They did not at 
all find their road blocked with phenomena. They found 
it difficult to get as much phenomena as they needed 
to demonstrate these things. About three-fourths of. Mrs. 
Besant’s address had simply been pure, unadulterated 
Spiritualism. That splendid idea (as simple as it was 
splendid) that the real man is the spirit, and not the body, 
and the idea that the existence of that spirit after the death 
of the body was simply one of onwardness and continuous 
progress and not a supernatural state—that was about as 
far as they could go, if they even ventured to go as far as 
that in these materialistic times. — They did not want 
organisation of a very strong and definite character. As to 
the philosophical side of the question, he did not believe in 
giving more reasons than one could help. He believed in 
the advice which an old judge once gave : *State your case, 
give your verdict, but avoid giving reasons.’ They needed 
facts more than reasons—their facts would always be true, 
but their reasons might have continually to be changed. 
They were all extremely grateful to Mrs. Besant for her 
brilliant and thoughtful ‘address crammed full of ideas ; and 
he begged to move the following resolution: ‘That we 
present to Mrs Besant our most hearty and earnest thanks 
for her most instructive address.’ 

Mr. J. J. Morse seconded the resolution. What had 
struck him more than anything else during the whole of 
Mrs. Besant’s address was the statement that she was 
desirous of building a bridge and willing to come half-way 
across to meet them in friendship. He could hardly avoid 
the conclusion that she had builded the bridge and walked 
right over it, because he was inclined to agree with Mr, 
Hopps that three-fourths of what Mrs. Besant had said had 
been exactly what any intelligent, self-respecting Spiritualist 
would himself say. Spiritualists and Theosophists were 
engaged in a study common to both; they might be working 
on different methods, using different weapons, but their aim 
was the same: to combat materialism and to demonstrate 
the continued life of man after death, Whether what Mrs. 
Besant had said would bring the two bodies together was 
quite another question, but in this year of the Jubilee 
of Modern Spiritualism it was of happy augury that they 
had overtures of this kind coming from the other camp. He 
hoped the time would come when the message would be 
more fully received, the goodwill made more manifest, and 
when they would be able to join hands with each other as 
brothers and sisters seeking the truth. (Applause.) 

The resolution was then put and carried bya show of hands. 

Mrs. Besanv in acknowledging the vote of thanks, said : 
I do not think I need delay you further except just to say 
that I think the object of the lecture has very largely been 
fulfilled in bringing us together in friendly intercourse. I 
was not thinking of any formal union, but rather of the 
cultivation of a friendly spirit which would make us both 
rejoice in the successes of each other and be more willing to 
cloak each other's faults. (Applause.) 

The remainder of the proceedings were of the usual 
informal character. After partaking of the refreshments 
which had been provided in the adjoining rooms, the 
company returned to the large hall, where the rest of the 
evening. un‘ io marie and conversation. 
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and is not yet strong enough for the operation. Till that is 
over I cannot get out. 

І sincerely hope that our friend Annie Besant's lecture 
will have the effect of drawing Spiritualist and Theosophical 
thought much nearer together. We have been too far apart 
in the past. On both sides I think mistakes have been 
made, and too many hard words have been said. We ought 
now to try and find some common ground of agreement on 
which we can work together for the common truth which 
both are trying to reach—the spiritual nature of man and 
his infinite progression in a spiritual universe. That is the 
great idea whieh this materialistic age needs, and it is our 
bounden duty to look for grounds of common action rather 


Hersert Burrows. 


‘THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF HARRIET 
BEECHER STOWE.’ 


Apart from its attractiveness for the general reader there 
are many biographical details in the recently published ‘ Life 
and Letters of Harriet Beecher Stowe, edited by Annie Fields, 
that will be of interest to Spiritualists. Mrs. Stowe, it will 
be remembered, became famous as the authoress of ‘ Uncle 
Tom's Cabin.” She was born at Lichfield, Connecticut, on 
June 14th, 1811, married to Professor Stowe in January, 1836, 
and died, at the age of eighty-five, on July Ist, 1896. She 
seems to have been of a neurotic temperament, with a marked 
tendency to depression and absent mindedness. In one of 
her earlier letters she writes of herself thus : ‘You don't know 
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Mrs. Stowe was far from being ignorant of the claims «+ 
SNS of 


Spiritualism. There are frequent references to the sul, 
in the * Life and Letters! A year or two after the death. 
her eldest son Harry, who was drowned while bathine 


in the Connecticut River on July 9th, 1857, she wrote to he 
husband as follows :— 1 
_ ‘Since I have been in Florence I have been distressed } 
inexpressible yearnings after him [her son), such sighines 
and outreachings, with a sense of utter darkness and separa. 
tion not only from him, but from all spiritual communior 
with my God. But I have become acquainted with a friend 
through whom I receive consoling impressions of these 
things—a Mrs. E. of Boston, a very pious, accomplished 
and interesting woman. Without doubt she is vin the 
Spiritualist would regard as a very powerful medium, but 
being a very earnest Christian and afraid of getting led 
astray, she carefully kept aloof from all circles and 
things of that nature . But I have found that 
when I am with her I receive very strong impressions from 
the spiritual world, so that I often feel sustained and com- 
forted, as if I had been near to my Henry and other departed 
friends.’ 

Subsequently, when again visiting Boston, she expressed 
herself freely and with great openness upon the subject .— 


‘In the simplest way she affirmed her entire belief in 
possible manifestations of the nearness and individual | 
of those who had passed to the unseen world, and gave vivid 
illustrations of the reasons why her faith was thus assured. 
5 ht after such testimony unless she found her- 
self sitting with others who were interested and who wished 
to try experiments, but her conclusions were definite and 
unvarying.’ 

In a letter written to Dr. Holmes, on February 23rd, 1575, 
she refers to Spiritualism in the following terms :— 


‘I would like to talk with you some time on Spiritualism, 
and show you a collection of very curious facts that I have 


acquired mediums not professional. I have long 
since come to the conclusion that the marvels of Spiritualism 
are natural and not supernatural phenomena—an uncommon 


ing of natural laws. I believe that the door between 
those їл the body and those out has never, in any age, been 
entirely closed, and that occasional perceptions within the 
veil are a part of course of Nature, and therefore not 
miraculous. 
Such, in brief, was Mrs. Stowe's attitude towards Spiritual- 
Her testimony though not exactly a striking one is 
not without value. Mrs. Stowe was a woman 
І bility, of varied experience, and world-wide 
writings show her to have been a clos 
ipable reasoner, desiring nothing so much as 
and working for humanity. It is 


| j эша yet see her way clear 
ind reality of spirit communication. 
г. e is, I venture to think, 
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SOCIETY WORK. 


In consequence of the erowded state of our columns, we 

are obliged to omit the reports usually given under this 
eading, and to confine ourselves to announcements of future 

work:— 

193, Bow-roap, Bow.—Next Sunday, at 7 p-m, Mrs 
Weedemeyer, clairvoyance. 

Carprrr Society or SPIRITUALISTS, ST. JOHN'S HaLL.— 
Next Sunday, at 6.30 p.m., Mr. J. Miles. —E.A. 

SrirrruaLists' Lecture Rooms, 73, BECKLOW - ROAD, 
SuxrHERD's Busu, W.— Next Sunday, at 6.20 p-m., Mr. Peters. 

EDMONTON Srierruanıst Socrery.—Next , Sunday, at 
7pm. Mr. Edwards will give an address on “The Brother- 
hood of Man.’ 

CAVENDISH Rooms, 51, MORTIMER-STREET, W.—Next Sun- 
day at 7 рл Mr. W. Н. Phillips, trance address; solo, Miss 
Morris.—L.H. 


STRATFORD Socrery or SPIRITUALISTS, MARTIN-STREET 
HALL, SrRATFORD.—Next Sunday, at 7 p-m., Mrs. Bodding- 
ton. Every Thursday, at 8 p.m., meeting.—J.K. 

BELFAST.—Any information regarding the above associa- 
sine, objects, &c., will be given by applying to W. 
G. e, secretary, 40, Old Park-avenue, Belfast. 

ISLINGTON SPIRITUALIST Society, WELLINGTON HALL, 

UPPER-STREET, IsLiNGTON.—Next Sunday, at 7 p.m. Mr. 
Whyte. Thursday, at 8 p.m., circle (members only), medium, 
Mrs. Brenchley. 
—HackNEY Socrery or SPIRITUALISTS, Manor Rooms, 
KENMURE-ROAD, MARE-STREET, N.E. — Next Sunday, at 
6.45 members' experiences. Sunday, February 27th, 
Miss ie. 

BATTERSEA PARK-ROAD, TEMPERANCE HALL, DODDINGTON- 

mue Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mr. Love, Mr. Adams, Mr. 

AE S Thursdays, at 7 p.m. choir practice; at 
830 p.m., public developing class. 
East LONDON SPIRITUALISTS’ ASSOCIATION (formerly 


Co Аа Spiritualists), WogkMAN's Hatt, West 
E—Next Sunday, at7 p.m., Mr. Butcher. 
East LONDON SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, LIBERAL HALL, 
REST GaTE—Next Sunday, at 11 a.m., open discussion; 
m, Lyceum; at 7 p.m. Mr. Walker. Tuesday and 
lay, at 8 p.m., at 19, Oakhurst-road. 
LONDON SPIRITUALISTS” SOCIETY, 14, STROUD 
FINSBURY PaRK.—Next Sunday, at 11.30 a.m., 
ers; at 7 p.m., spiritual service. Tuesday, 
E Wednesday, at 8 p.m., séance 


N SPIRITUALISTS’ Mission, SURREY Masonic 
WELL New-roap, S.E.—On Sunday next, at 
6 circle, doors closed at 11.15 a.m.; at 3 p-m., 
um; at 6 p.m., lending library; at 6.30 p.m., 

Я Teachings of Jesus Christ’; at 8 p.m., 


HALL, BRAEMAR-EOAD, CANNING TowN.— 
at 7 p.m., Mr. Clegg; at 10.30 a.m., Lyceum; 
ali M y, at 8 p.m., publie séance 
, at 8 pm, members’ corel 

y, at 7.30 p.m., o meeting, address 
GHT ' on sale.—G.D. 
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RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA 
OF SPIRITUALISM. 


By SIR WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S. 
Embodying the ar ye reprinted from the ‘Quarterly 


CONTENTS : Spiritualiem Viewed in the Light of Modern Science: 
Experimental Investigation of a New Force, some farther experi. 
ments on Psychic Force. With sixteen Illustrations and Di 
proving beyond all doubt the reality of tbe P ena. 

‘Psychic Force and Modern Spirituslism.” A reply to the * Quarterly 
Review’ and other critics, to which is added Correspondence upon 
Dr. Carpenter's asserted Refutation of tbe Author's Experimental 
Proof of the Existence of a hitherto Undetected Force, with two 
Illustrations. E 
* Notes of an 2 into the Phenomena called Spiritual, during the 
ears 1870-3.” To which are added three letters, entitled ‘ Mins 
lorence Cook's Mediumship,’ 'Spirit-forma, and ‘The Last of 
“Katie King ”’; the photographing of ‘Katie King’ by the aid of 
the Electric Light. With sixteen Illustrations of appliances for 
the scientific demonstration of the genuineness of the Phenomena, 
including Portrait of Mr. D. D. Home bolding tbe accordion under 
the table while it was being played on by the agency. 
Large 870, handsome ornamented cloth, gilt, $a. 4d. pos: free. 
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Orrice or * Licut,’ 110, Sr. Marris's Laxe, W.C. 


A TREATISE ON 


NATAL ASTROLOGY, 
3r G. WILDE ax» J. DODSON. 
To which is appended 
THE SOUL AND THE STARS,’ 
By A. G. TRENT. 
c etm А. to cast his own Horoscope. 


OFFICE or ‘ LIGHT, 110, Sr. MagriN's Lang, W.C. 


S. SAINSBURYS 
LAVENDER WATER. 


From English Lavender Flowers, and most choice and delicate scents. 


Manufactory: 176, 177, STRAND, LONDON. 
Sold throughout the Country in Bottles from 1s. to 16s. 6d. 
ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY. 


‘The Coming Day’ (John Page Hopps’ 
Monthly) : for the advocacy of the Religion of Humanity, tased 

ou t foundations of the Fa of God and tbe 

hood of Man. Price 3d.—London : Williams & Norgate, Henrietta-street, 

Covent Garden. One copy will be regularly sent to any address for 


8a. 6d. a year. 

і philoso hical Journal;’ founded in 1563. 
Dev to Spiritual Philosophy and Phenomena, Rational 

Religion and Psychical Research. Тномаз G. NewMay, Editor and 

Publisher. Terms. 6s. oLa oe paid to any part of the world — 

Station B., San Francisco, S.A. English Agent: J. J. Morse, 

26, Osnaburgb-street, .W. 
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